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POLITICAL OPPORTUNITIES AND STRATEGIC CHOICES: COMPARING
FEMINIST CAMPAIGNS IN MOROCCO AND IRAN
— 2010 ,Mobilization: An International Journal 15(3): 267-288

The global women’s rights agenda has been promoted by the-1 —



United Nations and 1is inscribed in such international
agreements as, inter alia, the Conventional on the Elimination
of ALl Forms of Discrimination Against Women (1981), the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995), and Goal 3
(ending gender inequality) of the eight Millennium Development
Goals (2000).

— 2-V. M. Moghadam came to know the network and its members
while employed by the United Nations University’'s WIDER
Institute in Helsinki, Finland, which hosted two meetings of
the network and co-financed its publications.

— 3-The reservations to CEDAW in Morocco, as in many other
Muslim-majority countries, pertained to articles on equality
within the family.

— 4-Rabéa Naciri of ADFM was one of the initiators of the Plan
(Sater 2007b: 133).

— 5-Latifa Jbabdi of 1’Union d’Action Feminine, in remarks
made at a seminar in Helsinki, Finland, 9 September 2004.
Jbabdi’s background was in the Left-she was also the daughter
of leftists—and she had been a political prisoner. Jbabdi was
among those with visible and vocal roles in the Truth
Commission that was organized by the Youssefi government to
investigate the human rights violations of the previous era.
For details, see Slyomovics (2005).

— 6- Latifa Jbabdi of 1’Union d’Action Feminine, in a
conversation with V. Moghadam, Helsinki, Finland, 9 September
2004 .

— 7-Through their leading women members, the main political
parties that worked to enact what became a 10 percent female
guota included Istiglal, USFP, PPS, and the Mouvement
Populaires.

— 8-Women’s Learning Partnership, Morocco Adopts Landmark
Family Law Supporting Women’'s Equality, accessed online on
July 13, 2004 .
http://www.learningpartnership.org/events/newsalerts/morocco02
04 .phtml#adfmdoc.

— 9-Helsinki, 9 September 2004.

— 10-See, for example, http://www.adfm.ma/index.php?lang=en



— 11-In an interview with V. M. Moghadam (27 March 2009),
former cabinet minister Mohammad Said Saadi emphasized that
Morocco’'s political opening was thwarted. The main problem, he
said, was that the monarch retains excessive powers, which
prevent both political democratization and egalitarian
economic measures. Dr. Saadi is part of a loose coalition of
progressives, including socialists and nationalists, who wish
for a transition to the “Spanish model.” For more information
on political parties in Morocco (and elsewhere in North
Africa) see Willis (2002).

— 12-Telephone interview with V. Moghadam, 8 Sept. 2009.

— 13-Fatma Zahra Tamouh, history professor at Mohamad V
University in Agdal-Rabat, and Moroccan women’s rights
activist, Helsinki, 7 September 2004.

— 14-This statement represents Ms. Abbas-Gholizadeh's
transition from a supporter of the Islamic system to a strong
critic of both fundamentalism and the reformist agenda of the
time. For a discussion of Iran’s reform movement during that
period, see the special issue of Middle East Report, no. 212,
Fall 1999.

— 15-Interview by V. M. Moghadam, Toronto, 4 August 2008.
Abbas-Gholizadeh was a supporter of the Khomeini revolution
who later co-founded the women’s studies journal Farzaneh and
developed a line of thinking that Iranian feminist scholars
abroad termed “Islamic feminism” (see Moghadam 2002). She has
since adopted a secular and radical feminist stance.

— 16-http://www.iftribune.com/news.asp@id=19&pass=46

— 17-Shirin Afshar, “Everybody Condemned Violence: A Report of
Women's Demonstration on 22 Khordad,” with pictures posted on
ISNA (www.isna.ir), Advarnews (advarnews.com) and Kosoof
(www.kosoof.com) in Zanan, No. 133, Tir 1385/August 2006, p.
12-17.

- 18-http://www.feministschool.com/spip.php?articlel5l
Accessed April 2009

— 19-There 1is consensus among Iranian historians that the
Constitutional Revolution failed in its broader objectives,
which had included republican, social democratic, and women’s



rights goals. (See particular Afary 1996.)

— 20- For a discussion of the role of asnaf (plural for senf),
see Ervand Abrahamian (1982), esp. pp. 87-88.

— 21- For a discussion of why bloggers avoid using the term
“political struggle”, see Bucar and Fazeli (2008), esp. p.
409. The preceding information comes from the Campaign for
Equality website, accessed April 2009:
http://www.campaignforequality.info/spip.php?article46;
http://www.campaignforequality.info/spip.php?article381;
http://www.campaignforequality.info/spip.php?articlel390;
http://www.campaignforequality.info/spip.php?article890.

— 22-Interview with an activist by Elham Gheytanchi, Berlin,
Germany, February 2009.

- 23 - For details, see
http://feministschool.com/english/spip.php?article6 last
accessed 14 April 2009.

— 24-Born in 1977, Jelveh Javaheri earned an M.A. in sociology
from Al-Zahra University in Tehran.

— 25-E-mail exchanges with Elham Gheytanchi, May 2009. The
Sepah-e Pasdaran are a quasi-military force created after the
1979 revolution.

— 26-Phone interview by Elham Gheytanchi, April 13, 2009.

— 27-For details on the feminist lobbying against the bills,
see http://feministschool.com/english/spip.php?articlel4l
(accessed April 2009). Members of the coalition opposed to the
family law bill included Change for Equality; Iranian Women’s
Focus; Mothers for Peace; Reformist Women’s Society; the
Feminist School; Meydan/the Women’s Field; the Iranian Women
Journalists Society/R0ZA; the Women’s Commission of Tahkim-e
Vahdat (the main student organization); the Human Rights
Committee of Advar-e Tahkim (another student organization);
the Human Rights Defenders Council; Hastieh Andish
Organization.

— 28-Manijeh Marashi, personal communication, 7 September
2009.

— 29-There was some debate about this issue. See “Janjal ash-
nazri va feminist-haye khatakar” (“the controversy around Ash-



nazri and the misqguided feminists” by Noushin Ahmadi-
Khorasani. 1387 (2008) in Feminist School magazine, no. 2,
Tehran: Zanschool publications, pp . 37-61.
http://www.feministschool.com/spip.php?articlell

— 30-In another example of how feminist strategies travel
across the Global South, the One Million Signature Campaign
has been adopted by women’s rights activists in Afghanistan.
See http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4515395,00.html
accessed August 2009.

— 31-Mahnaz Afkhami, personal communication, 8 September 2009.
— 32-See http://www.feministschool.com/spip.php?article3103,
and http://www.feministschool.com/spip.php?article2740 1in
Farsi and in English, http://www.feministschool.com
/english/spip.php?article322 accessed July 20009.

— 33-Personal communication from feminist activists in Tehran.
See also http://www.sign4change.info /spip.php?article4587 by
.Qodsi Samrast, retrieved 8 September 2009
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